
 
 

J 305: Introduction to Photojournalism 
Fall 2013 

 
 

 
 
 

“Pictures are like blintzes — you gotta get ʼem while 
theyʼre hot.” 

— Weegee the Famous 
 
 
 
 



Instructor: John Harris 
Office: Communications Facility 257 
Contact: 650-6140; e-mail: john.harris@wwu.edu 
Office hours: 2-4 p.m. Wednesdays, 10 a.m. to noon Thursdays, 
and by appointment. 
 

Introduction to Photojournalism (cont.) 
  

Required text: “Photojournalism: The Professionalsʼ Approach” by 
Kenneth Kobre (sixth edition) 
 
Course procedure and content: The focus will be on 
photojournalism. The goal is for you to learn how to use photography 
to tell stories, not simply how to become a better photographer. 
 Attendance is mandatory. Class periods will be devoted to 
discussing how to successfully complete assignments and to 
critiquing each otherʼs work; you must be willing to participate fully.  
 
Cameras and course materials: Youʼll need a single-lens reflex 
camera — film or digital, it doesnʼt matter. Additional lenses are not 
mandatory, but are recommended so that you have the capability to 
make wide-angle and telephoto images when applicable. Zoom 
lenses are fine. However, at least one of your lenses must be 
standard length (50 mm) or shorter. This will force you to interact with 
your subjects. As Robert Capa said, “If your pictures arenʼt good 
enough, you arenʼt close enough.” 

If you use a film camera, you will be responsible for paying to 
have your film developed. 

Every assignment will be shot with available light. No flash 
attachments will be used in this course. If you use a flash your 
assignment will not be accepted — period. As Edward Curtis, the 
famed “Shadow Catcher,” said, “Conditions cannot be changed. I 
must fit myself to them.” 

 
Computer-use guidelines: You can complete your work in the 
computer lab (CF 202), using the scanner there or in the 
scanner/anteroom, and the computers, which are equipped with 
Photoshop. As outlined in the charter of Student Publications, 



students are restricted from using Klipsun and The Western Front 
computers except for work directly related to those classes and 
publications.  
 
Work flow and deadlines: 

— Tuesday: The assignment for the week is presented, along 
with a slide show of successful examples; class discussion will focus 
on goals for the assignment. 

Assignments are due the following week at the beginning of the 
Thursday class period. In other words, you have 10 days to complete 
the assignment. 

Note: dates and times of deadlines are absolute. A publisher 
will not leave an empty space where your photo was expected to run 
and this class will adhere to the same professional standards. Five 
points will be subtracted each day an assignment is late. 

— Preparing your assignment: Edit your images and scan your 
best one prior to class. No time will be allotted during class for 
completing your assignment. 

You will open your saved image in Photoshop for cropping and 
simple corrections, then save a final copy of the image to your 
personal folder in the “photojournalism” folder on the S drive. (This 
procedure will be demonstrated in class.) 

— Thursday: Turn in your assignment from the previous week. 
A critique will follow in the lab. Be prepared to provide honest and 
constructive feedback to your fellow students. 
 
Submission of assignments: File your favorite image and your 
processed photographs (your “take”) in your folder in the S drive. 
Also, post your favorite image(s) with a caption on your blog.   

Provide a complete and accurate caption, including your 
subjectʼs full name, age, a quote and contact information. Incomplete, 
inaccurate or misspelled captions are unacceptable. You can lose 10 
or more points on an assignment for failing to provide the required 
information.  

Self-evaluation: On a separate document include a thoughtful 
evaluation (roughly one page) describing the challenges faced and 
discoveries made in completing the assignment. 
 



In case of technical failure: This is a learn-by-doing class and you 
will not be penalized for making honest mistakes. If you truly blow an 
assignment, provide some evidence before the deadline to show you 
tried. However, if you donʼt contact me before the deadline, I can only 
assume you failed to even try to complete the assignment. 
 
Grading: The final grade will be based on a total of 300 points: 
 — Six assignments worth 30 points each, for a total of 180 
points. These will be judged on technique, creativity, effort and cutline 
information. 

— Multiple-picture story, 40 points.  
 — Photographer essay, 30 points. 
 — Photo blog, 50 points. This will be maintained, and graded, 
on a weekly basis. 
 
The schedule: 
 
Week II: 
10/1: Icebreaker photos assigned. 
10/3: Possible guest speaker 
 
Week III: 
10/8: Personality/environmental portrait assigned. 
Photographer essay due. 
10/10: Icebreaker photos due. 
 
Week IV: 
10/15: Honest emotion/relationship photo assigned. 
10/17: Personality/environmental portrait due. 
 
Week V: 
10/22: Controlling motion photo assigned. 
10/24: Honest emotion/relationship photo due. 
 
Week VI: 
10/29: Multiple-picture story assigned. 
10/31: Controlling motion photo due. 
 
Week VII: 
11/5: Photo illustration assigned. 
11/7: Possible guest speaker 
 



Week VIII: 
11/12: Discussion of features/picture story. 
11/14: Photo illustration due. 
 
Week IX: 
11/19: In-class assignment (ungraded). 
11/21: Possible guest speaker 
 
Week X: 
11/26: In-class assignment (graded). 
11/28: Thanksgiving 
 
Week XI: 
12/3: Picture story due (first draft). 
12/5: Picture story due (final draft). 
 
 
Reading assignments: 
 
Week II: 
10/1: Chapter 1, “Assignment,” and chapter 8, “Camera Bag.”  
 
Week III: 
10/8: Chapter 15, “Ethics,” and chapter 17, “History,” and chapter 5, “Portraits.” 
 
Week IV: 
10/15: Chapter 2, “Spot News,” chapter 3, “General News.”  
 
Week V: 
10/22: Chapter 10, “Covering the Issues,” and Chapter 6, “Sports.” 
 
Week VI: 
10/29: Chapter 7, “Photo Editing.” 
 
Week VII: 
11/5: Chapter 4, “Features,” and Chapter 14, “Illustration.” 
 
Week VIII: 
11/12: Chapter 11, “Photo Story,” and chapter 16, “Law.”  


