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Jour 480 Senior Seminar  Syllabus  Fall 2013 

Five Credits.  Noon-1:50 p.m., Tuesday and Thursday 
Lyle E. Harris, Ph.D., Journalism Professor 
Emeritus                                                                                                            
Office: CF278    Office Hours: 2-4 p.m. Tuesday and 
Thursday.                                          Phone: 650-4262  
Email:   Lyle.Harris@wwu.edu                                                                       
            Course Description 

Prereq: JOUR 350; major status.  Examines theories of mass communication, 
modern function of media in a democratic society. Research paper examines 
virtues and shortcomings of media, including interaction with economic, political 
and social environment. 

Course Objectives 

• To introduce students to qualitative research methods 
• To familiarize students with the ethical norms of academic research 
• To provide instruction and practice in the writing of an extended research paper 
• To introduce students to APA writing style, as found in the APA Purdue Writing 

Lab   
• To provide instruction and practice in finding, evaluating and using appropriate 

sources 
• To make explicit connections between theory and practice and between academic 

and professional research (i.e. newsgathering and PR research) 
• To promote more reflective practice of journalism, PR and visual journalism by 

teaching, practicing, and encouraging the critical examination of professional 
norms 

• To consider changing career opportunities and examine how graduates will 
accommodate the challenges ahead 

• To put together your years of university education by examining topics related to 
your sequence in the major and to discuss what a university degree means. 

Note: If you are carrying more than 15 credits this quarter see me the 
first day of class! 

Requirements 

            This is not a class you can skip. I record scores on oral and written presentation of 
your research material, the publication notes, your role discussing someone's paper, and 
on class participation and attendance.  This is a seminar, so your participation is 
important!  You are allowed one unexcused absence.  After that, you will lose ten points 
for any absence that is not excused!  Please avoid this. 

            Scores:   
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            Class term paper                                        130    

            Class presentation of paper                         15  

            Your critique of another student’s paper     30 

            Four Reading Outlines @ 10 points each    40 

            Six publication reports                                 15               

            General class discussion                              60  

            Poster Project                                               10 

            Total                                                          300 

Note: The term paper is worth 130 points and class discussion is 60 points.  
Those two items constitute more than half the total score of the course.  Pay close 
attention to those requirements so that you earn a high grade!     

      --See the Assignments item on Canvas for more information--  

                      Reading Magazines, Newspapers and Web Sites -- Due in the first 
weeks of the course 

            A college graduate should be identified by a number of attributes.  One such 
attribute people in journalism should have is a discerning ability to recognize quality 
writing, reporting and opinion.  As a college graduate in journalism you should be 
familiar with a number of significant publications and be able to identify their role in the 
field.  With that goal in mind, this assignment is given to help you update, and, in some 
cases, meet for the first time, a variety of important magazines, newspapers and Web 
sites. 

            Choose six publications and write a paragraph about each.  Tell what's valuable to 
you about the publication.  Turn in two each Tuesday starting in the second week.  Each 
week list the ones you've done before.  (Ten points per week.) Suggested items are The 
New York Times, Washington Post, Seattle Times, The New Yorker Magazine, Time, 
The Daily Beast, Huffington Post, First Amendment Center, Featured columnists in 
NYTimes and Washington Post, The Pew Center, ProPublica Journalism in the Public 
Interest, Pollster, BBC News, Poynter Institute, Public Relations Society of America, 
NPPA, Media Storm, The Lens Blog on NYT, The Image Deconstructed.  Use others of 
your choice if you wish, provided they are professional quality.  Include three outside 
your sequence. 

                         Assigned Journal Reading Outlines 
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            Your four journal outlines are from the journals listed on the assignments page. 
Please read all the assigned readings and plan comments for class discussion. You should 
identify the thesis, list and define the key terms, include important quotations, identify the 
types of evidence, and outline the structure of the argument. Maximum is two pages. 
They are due on the day the reading is to be discussed in class.  Turn in one each week 
starting in week two. These journal readings will help you understand the requirements 
and methods of scholarly research papers.  Use them as a model for your term paper! 
Follow the outline on this site, ReadlingOutlinesAssignment.doc  
 

   Research Proposal and Rough Draft 

 Your research proposal must include the first four stages of your research: a 
problem statement, a review of existing literature, your research question, and your 
research method.  It will be due on the date assigned.  You will present the proposal in 
class so we can discuss the topic and offer suggestions.  Your proposal will be due at 
noon, the day before your oral presentation.   Send it to me by email. 

 In addition, you will present in class a rough draft of your term paper so we can 
discuss it and make suggestions. (See details for the rough draft listed below.) It will be 
assigned soon after the research proposal is discussed.  In short, everyone will start 
working on the term paper early in the quarter.   

Each of you will critique another person's draft research paper.  The critique will 
address points for further work and comments of praise.  Present a 10-minute oral report 
in class on the assigned date.  The critique is worth 30 points and part of the grade will be 
based on the oral presentation.  Send a copy online to the writer and one to me by 9 a.m. 
on the day before your class presentation.  In class, show the critique on the screen so we 
can all read and comment. 

Your rough draft need not cover of the whole paper, but it should be a minimum 
of ten pages.  The more pages you give me, the more help you will receive.  This is my 
first insight into how well you are managing the last three stages of the research process: 
analysis of information, presentation of results, and explanation of the meaning and 
implications of the results. 

  Researching and Writing Your Big, Beautiful Paper 

Writing a research paper can be a valuable and rewarding experience as part of 
your university education.  If you choose your topic well and schedule time to work on it 
over a period of weeks, you will do very well.  Enthusiasm becomes self-generating when 
you have a great subject.  If you choose a topic you aren't interested in, try to cram the 
work into your schedule without accounting for the need to do quality work, and then 
write it the night before it is due, you're in for a miserable experience and foul 
grade!  This latter method has resulted in failing the class.  Please avoid this dreadful 
experience. 
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            The purpose of a research paper is to engage you in thoughtful and prolonged 
study of a subject that you will find valuable for your education.  In this class we work 
together to outline the steps and procedures in writing a fine paper.  I hope this course 
will advance your critical analysis practices so that you are better able to examine issues 
for their credibility, substance and value as an idea.     

             See these sites for guidance on your literature review:   What is  a review of 
literature.docx   Characteristics of the Critical Literature Review.docx  

Note: The requirement for your paper listed below is crucial!           

 Your first page must have your name, date, title of your report and the abstract.  
Following that, start your text. Use 65-space margin, one inch top and bottom, 12 point 
type.  Do not put in extra spacing, such as double spaces between paragraphs or before 
and after subheads, etc.  Put numbers on the pages.  Minimum is 18 pages of body, plus 
endnotes, bibliography, etc.  Turn in a paper copy to me and send it online to me as a 
.docx.  Never send it as a PDF. 

 All papers should, of course, earn 130 points.  Any final paper that is 
unacceptable will be assigned a rewrite to give you the chance to pass the course with a 
C- at best if your other scores are passing. A rewrite is due seven days from the time I 
return the paper to you.  If you rewrite your paper, please turn in the original with my 
marks and notes on it when you give me the new version. 

How To Critique A Research Paper 

                        How To Do It 

            Look for positive and negative things about the paper. 

            Consider these points: 

            1.   Is the subject worthy of research and suitable for this class? 

           2.   Is the subject clearly defined?  Does the body of the paper show research that 
explains the points and defends the statements?  Vague statements should be severely 
criticized; generalities should be destroyed; opinions are not acceptable, except as an 
afterword to the conclusion.  Are the points substantiated with research and cited in 
footnotes? 

            3.   Does the research support the conclusions?  Is the conclusion a logical and 
defensible position based on the rest of the paper?  Is the conclusion reasonable in terms 
of the theme as stated in the introduction? 
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            4.   Check five source footnotes at random to see that they are accurate and reflect 
the point cited in the paper.  Is the footnote taken out of context?  Is the footnote 
applicable to the particular point? 

            5.   Is more research needed?  If so, suggest what it is.  Did the writer leave holes 
in the paper?  If so, explain how to handle the problem. 

            6.   Clearly list by page number, your suggestions for improvement. 

                        Grading research papers 

            Your paper will be graded on the following: 

            1.  Ideas expressed in the paper: Does the paper address an important topic, was 
significant research presented, and did you then move to a logical and defensible 
conclusion? 

            2.  Research: Material must be relevant to the topic, and from credible 
sources.  Most of the sources should be books or articles in journals or professional 
magazines.  

            3.  Citations: Material must be properly cited in text and in the Works Cited list.  
When using APA style, add the page number of your reference so the person critiquing 
can easily locate your citation. 

            4.  Organization: As a general rule, follow the organizational pattern of The 
Guide. Save your conclusions for the end of the paper, after you have given us the 
product of your research.  A concluding analysis is perfectly appropriate -- but base it on 
your research.  The paper should make a compelling analysis with conclusion. 

            5.  Grammar and style: Go over your paper carefully for errors in spelling, 
grammar and style (proper citations, consistency of capitalization, etc.).  

            6.  Keep in mind that the class discussions of all the papers are intended to give 
you ideas on researching and writing your paper.  The comments from your critic and 
from me are to guide you in writing your final paper.  

             7. Get the papers in on time! 

Presenting Your Term Paper in Class 

           Presenting your term paper in class is a major part of making J480 an interesting 
and stimulating course.  The following suggestions are intended to help you with your 
presentation. 
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            The key to any speech or presentation is to tell the audience what you're going to 
say, say it, and then tell 'em what you just said.  So outline your presentation on a card 
and then refer to it in class--don't just read your paper, but use a few examples from 
it.  Plan a summary of about ten minutes, as the class is expected to read the paper prior 
to coming to class! 

            First:  Relax.  Look the audience in the eye, smile (or snarl if you think that's 
better!), open with a comment that suits the occasion--even a joke or remark related to 
your paper, something that softens the ground and puts everyone at ease and in your 
camp. 

            Second: Relax some more.  Tell the audience what your theme is and why you 
chose it.  State it clearly and in a short version. 

            Third: Now get tense and serious.  (Just kidding. Stay cool.)  Introduce your 
major points with whatever short background is necessary.  In other words, set the stage 
for your starring performance that now comes up.  Then present the major points of your 
paper.  State your findings in a process that lists them one after another so the evidence 
builds to your major point.  Use examples to prove your points.  Clearly state what you 
found and emphatically give the evidence. 

            Fourth: Now give the magnificent conclusion, which is a statement of what you 
found, and briefly review the evidence that led you to the conclusion.  End your paper by 
inviting questions and comment after the next person critiques it. 

            Fifth: When people question or criticize your paper, don't be defensive.  Answer 
clearly and on the point and don't be afraid to admit you missed a point or erred on a 
footnote. And, of course, smile when you get compliments. 

            Someday you'll give a presentation when you win the Pulitzer.  I know it will be 
good, so remember to send a note that this is where you learned to give the acceptance 
speech.  I promise to mention it in this class. 

   Additional Notes 

Your annotated bibliography need not be identical to your final works cited, but 
it should show significant progress (including a minimum of five relevant academic 
journal articles) on stage five of the research process: information gathering. 

Your outline should be a phrase outline of your research paper, and it should 
include your thesis statement. 

Your final draft is the culmination of all of the above pieces and stages of your 
research.  It should conform to the guidelines of the APA Publication Manual. 
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Back up your files frequently.  Redundant files provide added security.  I 
recommend that in addition to saving to your hard drive, you save to a flash drive and to 
the network drive.  “My computer crashed” is not an acceptable excuse for failing to 
complete an assignment.  We all know computers crash. Therefore, we consciously or 
unconsciously decide how much work we are willing to lose when it happens. 

Your poster presentation should succinctly and visually summarize your 
research.  We’ll go over this assignment in class. 

Policies Regarding Missed or Late Assignments 

              If you miss a deadline without a legitimate excuse or permission from me, you 
will receive a zero for that assignment.  

              If, because of a school-sanctioned activity, you will not be in class on a day 
when you are expected to turn in an assignment, it is your responsibility to make 
arrangements to turn in the assignment prior to your departure.  School sanctioned events 
are never an excuse for turning work in late. 

Accommodations 

Western is committed to equal opportunity and non-discrimination in all programs 
and activities. Requests for accommodation or assistance should be directed to the Office 
of Student Life, x3844. 

Attendance 

You are expected to attend regularly and participate in class discussions. Student 
publication deadlines are not a legitimate excuse for missing class. If you have to miss 
class, please get notes from your classmates. If you miss more than three class meetings, 
you risk failing the course. 

Academic Integrity 

Students should refer to Appendix C of the Western Bulletin: Academic 
Dishonesty Policy and Procedure. 

# 


