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The Two Koreas: A Historian’'s Perspective on What the Future Holds

If we want to make an educated guess about what might happen on the Korean peninsula in the
years ahead, we should draw on what has happened to Koreans in the past. Koreans lived under
one government for over 1,000 years. Peace and unity, rather than hostility and disunity, is the
normal state of the Korean peninsula. On the other hand, after the Korean peninsula was split in
half in 1945, the two governments that emerged have been deadly enemies. Sixty-eight years ago
they fought against each other in a war that cost millions of lives, and have come to the brink of
another war many times since. Can history tell us whether war or peace is more likely in the near
future? Professor Baker will draw on his experience observing Koreans and studying Korean history
for almost half a century to try to answer that question.
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